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There is something very special in the County of Rio Blanco, Colorado. The TANK,
operated by Friends of the TANK, Inc., a Colorado non-profit corporation, resides in Rangely
and is an acoustical marvel: a musical instrument of unparalleled value. Friends of The TANK is
preserving and developing this “musical instrument” as a Center for Sonic Arts. There is a
growing appreciation of sound and acoustics in our hyper-visual world, as well as a growing
interest in resonant spaces and unusual listening experiences. Over time, the TANK — with its
unsurpassed resonance — will attract sonic thinkers and acousticians, as well as a new
community of interested lay people and curious visitors.

1

The TANK is a huge sundial, with its great height and unique circular shape casting its
shadow on the surrounding landscape. Its utilization, consequently, will be based on the
seasons. Peak winter and summer seasons will have limited use, as the TANK will be too cold
or too hot for many of its potential uses. On the other hand, as the weather cools in the summer
evenings, or as the mountain desert begins to thaw in the early spring , the TANK will become a
welcome venue for both visiting artists and residents. We believe that honoring the TANK’s
relatively remote location is vital to its identity. People who are interested will make the journey
to Rangely. Our purpose in saving and developing the TANK for future generations is based on
our appreciation and respect for the existing Rangely community, which is a vital part of the
mission of the TANK, now and in the future.
We would like you to consider the first Section of our Conditional Use Permit application
within two frameworks: first, the “categories” of proposed uses and, second, the project start
date, numbers of people, and the duration of the experiences we are projecting for each of those
categories. We hope that this will address most of your “use” questions.
The second Section of this narrative addresses impact, public health, surrounding
properties, traffic, parking, and like questions. The third Section will summarize the number of
events and the number of people that we project over the near future, and the distant future.
SECTION ONE: CATEGORIES of USAGE:
General note. The TANK will never be in constant use. It will go through seasons and times of
day with its usage dictated by the weather and the sun. The types of use foreseen (below) will
gradually come into play as Friends of the TANK develops the capacity as an organization in
concert with the Rangely community and the desires of artists and visitors to use the TANK.
Each usage will be subject to strict guidelines for safety, responsibilities, and types of activities
allowed.
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1) EVENTS TO BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY
a. “Rangely Days” in the TANK. This will be a reserved time, free of charge, held
specifically for the community to visit the TANK. We would like to offer the
time and space for exploration by local students, teachers, families, musicians,
etc. at a regular time slot.
PROJECTED START DATE: Commencing, Spring, 2014
NUMBER of people: 2 to 20 per session.
DURATION: 1-2 hours per week
b. School Groups and Outreach. There would be specific other times for teachers or
artists to create educational opportunities, both within and without The TANK.
[See below at #3a regarding “TANK outreach.”]
PROJECTED START DATE: Commencing, fall, 2014.
NUMBER of people: 6-10 inside the TANK.at a time, others waiting or
working outside the TANK.
DURATION : 1 hour per session.
c. TANK Tours. Being one of the sonic Wonders of the World, the TANK should
rightfully begin to generate some enthusiasm by visitors. Tours would be small
to facilitate the experience of something utterly unique.
PROJECTED START DATE: Commencing, fall, 2014
NUMBER of people: 6-10
DURATION: 20 minutes to an hour
d. Individual sessions: We will make the TANK available by appointment to
individuals and small groups who wish to have a personal interaction with its
remarkable acoustics.
PROJECTED START DATE: Commencing, fall 2014
NUMBER OF PEOPLE: 1-3
DURATION: 1 hour
3

2) EVENTS TO BENEFIT VISITING MUSICIANS AND SONIC ARTISTS

a. Recording Sessions. We will choose from projects that artists submit and accept
proposals which we feel will be enhanced by the treatment that the TANK can
achieve.
PROJECTED START DATE: beginning mid-2014
NUMBER of people: 1-10 per session.
DURATION: 3 hours to 1 week
b. Invited Recordings. We will offer time in the TANK to old and new masters.
PROJECTED START DATE: beginning late 2014
NUMBER of people: 1-10 per session, larger if it is a choir.
DURATION : 3 hours to one week
c. Re-TANKing. We will accept materials submitted by professionals for rerecording in the TANK (what we call “Re-TANKing”)
PROJECTED START DATE: begun October, 2013
NUMBER of people: 2-4
DURATION : 3 –hours to one day
d. Residencies. We will offer opportunities for artists to do an in-depth, long-term
focus on their work or specialties. Some community service — such as a concert,
contact with school group, lecture, or other outreach — will be built into the
residency.
PROJECTED START DATE:beginning 2015
NUMBER of people: 1-3 at a time
DURATION : 1 –3 weeks
e. Research. We will make the TANK available to academics and artists in
acoustics and perception
PROJECTED START DATE: 2016
NUMBER of people: 1-6
DURATION: as needed for specific studies based on proposals.
f. Remote Content Generation. The resourses of the TANK will be made
available to artists developing works for presentation in other venues, such as
tours, festivals and other off-site presentations.in other art venues around the
world.
PROJECTED START DATE: 2014
NUMBER of people: 1-10
DURATION: 1-3 weeks
4

3) UNIQUE EVENTS THAT ARE BENEFITS TO BOTH RESIDENTS AND
INCOMING ARTISTS
a. “TANK Outreach.” This refers to the requirement that Friends of the TANK has
for any visiting Artist to give back to the community. Depending on the skills of
the artists, they could, for example, give a talk, a teaching session, a concert, a
visit to the preschool or the college, etc.
PROJECTED START DATE: 2014
NUMBER of people: 2-12 Artists; serving any number of people in the
Community
DURATION: 1-2 hours
b. Concerts. Live performance events with a listening audience inside the TANK to
begin with, but potentially a listening audience surrounding the outside of the
TANK.
PROJECTED START DATE: 2015
NUMBER of people: 30-150
DURATION: 1 night to 3 consecutive days.
c. Curated Events. These events would take place over several days, featuring
selected artists whose works could be seen and heard in the TANK as well as
outside on the TANK property. We would tie together the interior of the TANK
with its surrounding landscape, as well as other area locations, including a variety
of venues, from schools to performance and gathering places.
PROJECTED START DATE: 2015
NUMBER of people: 20 to several hundred over the several days
DURATION- 2 days to one week.
d. Sound Art installations. Artists would be invited to make Art Installations within
the TANK’s totally unique acoustics as a sort of “gallery space” for sounds and
images. Special installations that challenge the senses then can be shared as
experiences with visitors.
PROJECTED START DATE: 2015
NUMBER of people: Small groups are invited to experience the
Installation. Several hundred visitors could experience the installation over
duration of the piece.
DURATION: A single installation could last from a month to a season.
All of the above is an optimistic vision of what we believe we could accomplish at the TANK.
Some of our dreams could take longer than we have projected here. We believe we might be
able to tackle all of our plans during the estimated year forecast, but it is unlikely that we could
accomplish them before the suggested times above.
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SECTION TWO: ADDITIONAL PERMIT QUESTIONS

1. IMPACT/S ON SURROUNDING PROPERTIES. We pride ourselves on our desire
and ability to be in harmony with the surrounding area and with the community of
Rangely. Our intention is to continue that conduct. We believe that we will have
minimal stress on surrounding properties because of the following:
a. We will build a new access road;
b. We will provide parking near the TANK sufficient for the limited number of
people during 90% of its usage;
c. The generated sound will be almost completely limited to the interior of the
TANK. When activities are taking place within the TANK, they cannot be heard
even 30 feet from the TANK. The surrounding area contains several businesses
and activities, all of which are much louder than what will be experienced from
The TANK. On rare times when activities take place outside the TANK, such as
concerts meant to be heard by audience outside, care will be taken to direct all
sound northwards towards BLM land and away from Rangely;
d. The likelihood of injury or nuisance to the adjoining properties would be
negligible.
e. Our neighbors to the South across CR46 are Don and Barbara Wade, long time
supporters of activities at the TANK who have been friends and generous helpers.
They have kindly offered their large flat parking area as spillover parking, should
it be necessary. (For years, Barbara has been a keeper of the TANK key.) The
neighbor to the west, Scott Hejl, runs a commercial trucking enterprise. We are
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well aware that he no longer wants to let us use the access road which we had
formerly used under good neighborly conditions for more than 35 years, and
rather than make an issue of this, we are proceeding to connect the original access
road to CR 46 (see below). We will continue to seek good neighborly relations
with Scott, and respect his wishes to avoid his land. He has been very helpful in
filling us in on the history of the TANK, which he has researched thoroughly.
f. The land to the north accesses BLM land, and as an oil field is unlikely to be
impacted at all from TANK activities.

g. The impact of additional traffic due to TANK activities will be minimal.
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2. ACCESS. Friends of the TANK is grateful to the Urie Trucking and the Urie family for
volunteering to construct a new access road. The road will be completely on our
property, and will abide by all of the codes required by the County. It will be less than
10% grade, surfaced in gravel. The road will have direct access off of Highway 46.
(Please see drawing). In terms of doorways and access to the TANK itself, the TANK
will remained locked at all times, unless there are supervised activities.
3. PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFTEY, AND NATURAL HAZARDS. On the east side of The
TANK there has been some significant erosion on the hill above the road. In order to
mitigate any possible danger to visitors to the TANK, we will build a fence 48” that
keeps visitors away from the cliff face that overlooks CR 46. We have met, and will
continue to meet with the County Building Inspector to be certain we are fulfilling all
requirements regarding safety:
a. The lower rungs of the exterior ladder will be removed from the TANK;
b. The interior of the TANK will require only a few modifications to meet standards
of safety: the ladder will be made inaccessible; the pipe that runs across the
TANK at shin height will be removed; a means of opening the 25” trapdoor on
the ceiling and swinging a ventilation fan into place activated from the floor will
be installed; sufficient flexible LED lighting will be installed; fire extinguishers
will be provided; and, most significantly, a legal access doorway, 40” x 80”,
which cannot be locked to exit from the interior. The TANK itself will be kept
free of any permanent furniture, as an open flexible space;
c. We will place a modified shipping container (8’x20’) outside the TANK for use
as a non-reverberant meeting place, a recording control room, and storage area.
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4.

GENERAL CONFORMITY. Our intention is to conform to all of the requirements of
the County and the Planning Commission.

5. HOURS, PARKING, NOISE. We will not have any regularly scheduled hours of
operation, except for the possible Rangley Days and, eventually, Tours. There will be no
parking on a regular basis. We currently have parking space on the level ground
surrounding The TANK for 12 cars and 6 SUV’s, which is sufficient for all activities
except occasional concert usage. Currently we have been offered usage of the Wade’s flat
lot for excess parking. The TANK will be used both during the day and during the night,
depending on the weather, temperature, and recording needs. Because of road noise
during the day, most recording will be done at night. Because of access to and interest in
the events we present, most public involvement will be during the day. Evening events
would be public concerts or performances. Several members of Friends of the TANK are
sound designers with a great deal of knowledge about sound reproduction and noise
issues. Therefore, when we can develop the larger celebrations/events which might bring
more people into town, we can easily direct any sound outside of The TANK and away
from residential areas towards the BLM land. (See 3c above.) These events would be
inside as well as outside of the TANK. We would rely on the recommendations and
requirements by the County regarding its parameters on hours of usage. We could
imagine a maximum of 1-3 events of this sort per year.
6. UTILITIES. Moon Lake Electric is installing an electric pole on our property and Ducey
Electric will be running the electrical lines from the pole to a new board outside of the
TANK. We are installing five 20 amp waterproof circuits, 120volts, with a main breaker
at the pole. Because of the limited number of public events, we will bring in bottled
water. We will install portable toilets sufficient for all events.
SECTION THREE: SUMMARY OF TIME/USAGE/NUMBERS OF PEOPLE
HISTORY: Since its abandonment as a Rio Grande Railroad water tank, Electric company
cooling tank, and city water tank, the TANK became known as a local teen hangout with a
specific Rangely History. Starting in 1976, when its acoustical properties were discovered by
Bruce Odland, it became a recording mecca for a small group of dedicated musicians. Some
years later, Michael Stanwood became its Keeper and owner. Throughout its history as a
recording location, perhaps sixty people have visited it multiple times over 37 years. This was
sufficient for the TANK to gain a small international fame. But now, through the sucessful
Kickstarter campaign, Friends of the TANK has become aware of its true value and is striving to
transform its usage to that of an Sonic Art Center devoted to exploring sound specific to the
TANK.
The list below includes all of the ideas that have been considered thus far by Friends of the
TANK. Since, as far as we know, there is no other such historical acoustical treasure preserved
as an Art Center, our ideas cannot acurately be quantified at this time. The list below is meant to
represent in good faith to the Rangely Community the types of uses and numbers we can now
imagine for the future. We do not have the resources to implement them all, and cannot promise
that all will happen as described. For instance one year we may focus on working with children,
another year we might focus on bringing in guest artists, masters, and creating larger events with
them. Adding all the maximum numbers together to project a yearly total would be misleading,
because we do not intend to pursue all activities simultaneously, nor do we have the resources.
Also, because of weather and temperature considerations, it will not be used year round. Most of
the usage will be by small numbers of dedicated artists using The TANK as an experimental art
studio.
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Longer duration dedicated artistic usage. (with community outreach) average #/yr
1-2 artists in residence for 1-3 weeks, 3x/year
6-20 recording session artists 3 hours – 1 week duration per year
1-4 sound artists making installations/ year + support staff 2ea.
1-4 recordists, reTANKing materials, 4x/year
2-3 groups creating content at The TANK for Artworks elswhere

6/yr
10/yr
8/yr
12/yr
6/yr

Short term use.
Larger numbers could be expected for much shorter durations.

average# /yr

Private TANK sessions by appointment 1-2 persons, 1 hour
6-20 students and Rio County residents 4x/month weather permitting.
6-20 visitors at public tour 3x/ week (max) 1 hour
10-40 concert audience 6x/ year 2 hours (inside The TANK)
200- visitors to sound art installation over 4 months 2x year
events 250/day x 3 days x 1 per year

60/yr
200/yr
300/yr
200/yr
100/yr
750/yr

* The TANK usage will be seasonal, and not all activities above are likely to occurr within a
single year.

The total impact of The TANK is not based soley on visitors to the TANK itself, but will also be
felt in the numbers of visitors to Tanksounds.org, and the TANKCHANNEL on the web. We
had 12,000 listens to songs on the TANKCHANNEL during the three weeks of the Kickstarter
campaign. The most likely encounter people will have with the TANK will be through its
growing reverberations on the internet, and in international media, such as the upcoming
ARTFORUM article on the “Best of Music 2013”. Also, we can predict that the greatest impact
nationally and internationally will come from the smaller number of artists and academics who
do work there, and gradually increase the artistic impact and visitor draw of the TANK. In this
way, the TANK, and Rangely, will slowly become an international destination for serious work
in sound, as well as a proud local landmark and destination.

Please see TANK CUP Appendix for the following information:
Quitclaim deeds to our two adjoining properties.
Electrical power information.
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Electrical power information.

Moon Lake Electric has installed a new pole on TANK property to provide 100 amp 120/240v
service. Alan Ducey has dug the ditch from the new pole to the west side of the TANK, where
he will soon bury cable, and hook up 5x 20 amp circuits on a secondary pole, @ 4’ in height, in a
locking waterproof box. A LED motion sensor light will be affixed on the West side of the
TANK when the container/control room and doorway are installed.
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